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*\ visit to the Monte Cristo cottage, boy- -~ IT'S A LANDMARK — 
hood home of Eugene O'Neill, in April ; 
(details on last page) Richardsonian Romanesque architec~ 
*A tour of Fort Trumbull . ture has lent considerable charm and 
*A reprise of the Bank Street tour - interest to New London's architectural 
*A tour of houses of historic and landscape. While the Public Library and 
architectural interest in New London. Union Railroad Station are perhaps the 
' best known examples, several others in 
The above are a few of upcoming activi- the city go unnoticed by the casual 
ties of NLL-URST. As of February ist of this passerby. The Cronin Block on State 
year NLL-URST is 90 strong and growing fast. Street was erected in 1891-1892 on the 
We hope the membership will do their best to | site of the old City Hotel which burned 
attend and support these events and encourage in 1891. Built by a prominent local 
interest in others to our work. businessman as a real estate investment, 
NLL-URST is not just an events organi- the building is an interesting case of 
zation, though, and detailed in this news-— the Romanesque style often restricted to 
letter are two current projects which if monumental public edifices rather than 
successful could have a significant impact commercial buildings. 
on the community: the development of Fort George Warren Cole, the architect 
Trumbull as a tourist facility, and a of the Cronin Building, had been sent to 
federal grant application by NLL-URST New London by Shipley, Rutan and Coolidge 
for creation of a Community Awareness Pro- of Boston who were the successors of 
gran. H.H. Richardson. Cole supervised the 
construction of the Public Library, 
* * * Williams Memorial Institute and the 


Nathan Hale Grammar School. Encouraged 
by public reaction to these buildings 
he set up as an architect on his own 
account. Unfortunately a promising 
career was cut short by his death in 
1894. 
. Currently housing the Juvenile Shop, 
the Cronin Building was at one time the 
location of many businesses and professional 
offices, and even a dance academy in the 
hall on the upper floor. As are so many 
downtown buildings today, only the lower 
of the four floors is occupied although 
the building remains in good structural 
condition. 

~ Dale Plummer 
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THE CRONIN BUILDING 


Now that Union Railroad Station is 
secure, what do we do for an encore? Fort 
Trumbull might be the answer. Last year 
NLL-URST was awarded a Community Develop- 
ment Act grant for an initial feasability 
study to explore the develpoment of his-. 
toric Fort Trumbull into a major tourist 
and recreational facility. The study fol- 
lows several years of discussion concerning 
ways to make use of this potentially valu- 
able resource. 

NLL-URST has contracted with 
INTERDESIGN/HARTUNG-ARCHITECTS of Old 
Lyme to prepare the study which will 
explore alternative concepts for opera- 
ting the facility as well as implemen- 
tation procedures. The firm is active ir 
planning the development of other historic 
properties and has urged the opening of 
Fort Trumbull to the public. The study is 
expected to be completed by mid-March. 

The Fort Trumbull site has been 
fortified since 1776 with the present 
structure dating from 1850. Only the 
1775 blockhouse remains from the earlier 
fortification. While Fort Trumbull was 
never attacked, it provided an important 
element in the United States coastal 
defense system. The impressive granite 
fortification occupies a prominent 
position on the Thames, the only one of 
its type in Connecticut. If properly de- 
veloped, the fort could become an integral 
part of a network of maritime attractions 
in southeastern Connecticut, joining with 
Mystic Seaport, Mystic Aquarium and the 
‘U.S. Coast Guard Academy. 
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The report will study 3 areas: 
fg) A definition of three alterna- 
tive programs for the Fort Trumbull site 


to be utilized in evaluating various orga- _ 


nizational and implementation concepts. 

2.) An evaluation of alternative 
organizational and management methods 
for acquiring, developing and operating 
the facility, including statistics on 
selected similar facilities in the eastern 
region of the country. 

3.) The establisment of a possible 
implementation sequence to indicate the 
time that might be required for the 
development to become operational. 

INTERDESIGN/HARTUNG has asked 
NLL-URST for help in collecting more 
historical data on the fort and to 
determine land ownership of adjacent 
property to the fort site and the tax 
income this property generates for the 
city of New London. No experience would 
be necessary for this research. Any person 
who feels he or she could donate a few 
hours time to looking through city hall 
records should call 443-2118 or 442-2055. 

NLL-URST is planning a tour of the’ 
fort sometime in early summer as a part 
of publicizing this effort. 

~Sharon Churchill 
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FORT TRUMBULL — CIRCA 1850 


Who Is NLL-URST? 


Board of Directors 


Chairman ~— Claire Dale 

Vice Chairman - Dale Plummer 
secretary - Marjorie Searle 
Treasurer - Dr. George Sprecace 


Richard Arms 
Samuel Bellin 
sharon Churchill 
Nicholas Gorra 
Tom Kolis 
Carolyn Makover 
Frank McGuire 
James McGuire 
Sharon Plummer 
Richard Rudolf 
Dr. Stephen Silver 
Linda Simkanin 
Clifford Stone 
Dr. Carl Stoner 


Members 


New London: 
Mrs. Oakes Ames 
Mrs. Richard Antupit 
Frances Baratz 
Walter Brady 
Susan Burfoot 
Frank Camarda 
Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Shirley Feltcorn 
Mrs. David Ginsberg 
Dorothy Gould 
Freida Grout 
Mildred Gruskin 
Ralph Hannon 
Rita Hendel 
Fred Hillyer 
Margaret Kermode 
Mrs. Louis Lazerow 
Kenneth Leland 
Grace Levine 
Hazel Lundy 
Suzanne Maryeski 
Edgar De N. Mayhew 
Ruth Newcomb 
Gertrude Noyes 
Mr. & Mrs. Neild Oldham 
Ruth Peck 
Bertram Rossiter 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Solon B. Siitverstein 
Susan Sheffer 
Dr. & Mrs. Hilliard Spitz 


Tanah Gata 


New London (cont.): 
Roy Streit 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Tarnapol 
Lois Taylor 
Mrs. Harold Weiner 
Andrew Wolfson 


Waterford: 

Rita Barnard 

Virginia Burr 

Mr. & Mrs. Isadore Cohn 
Bernice Donovan 
Michael Hasse 

Winnie Josephson 
Evelyn Miller 

Hyla Snider 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Stone 
Harry Sussman 


Kast Lyme: 

Mrs. Norman Bromfield 
Pauline Onyx 

Alicia Primer 
Mercedes Primer 


Groton: 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Figura 
Mrs. Peggy Rawlins 


Old Lyme: 
Frederick Biebesheimer 
John PP. Stratton 


Oakdale: 
Karen Kleinerman 


Mystic: 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Buckholtz 
Eunice Magee 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Stone 


Noank: 
Mary Virginia Goodman 
Jessie Kohl 


Jewett City: 
Mrs. Jackie Grzelak 


Woodbury: 
Helen Mitchell 


THE PRESERVATION WATCH 


Almost a year has passed since Union 
Railroad Station Trust, Inc. merged with 
New London Landmarks to form NLL-URST, Inc. 
so this is perhaps an appropriate time to 
reflect upon the changing character of 
our organization and familiarize ourselves 
with our new members. 

% 

URST was formed in 19745 by individuals 
who believed the proposed razing of H.H. 
Richardson's Union Station would prove a 
great loss to the city of New London and 
the nation's architectural heritage. After 
overcoming many obstacles, including great 
opposition from the community itself, URST 
secured Anderson & Notter of Boston as the 
developer to bring about the current trans- 
formation of the station. 

New London Landmarks was a group which 
organized in late 1975 reacting to the con- 
tinued indiscriminate razing of historic 
buildings in the city, specifically to 
Renewal Agency plans to remove a number of 
buildings along Bank Street. As URST had, 
New London Landmarks through a program of 
public education and the use of certain 
channels in the Federal government's urban 
legislation helped to bring about a change 
in the city's plans. Recognizing their simi- 
larities URST and New London Landmarks 
decided to merge in early 1976. 

NLL-URST is administrated by its board 
of directors who meet monthly. The board 
elects the officers of the corporation. No 
director receives any payment for his or her 
services. While the board continues to deter- 
mine NLL-URST programs, it was decided at 
the time of merger the corporation should 
open itself to members, continuing as before 
while a membership was built. This is where 
NLL-URST is to date. The next year will de= 
cide what role the membership will play in 
NLL-URST and whether our charter will need 
revising to involve members in the decision 
making process. 

~ 
While our letter head states the goals 
of NLL-URST, the theory of historic preser- 
vation and how it has developed to its cur= 
rent form merits some analysis. Until this 
decade preservation was usually associated 
with the historical "societies" found in 


any number of communities. Typically, 
these societies kept a low profile, serving 
as a repository for old records and gene=- 
alogies while maintaining a building or 
two aS a museum. While age and archi- 
tectural importance were significant in 
determining which buildings were so 
favored, of equal and sometimes out- 
standing importance was a structure's 
association with a celebratedperson, e.g. 
"Washington slept here". Unfortunately, 
buildings of equal importance to the 
development and history of a community - 
the homes of its tradesmen and commercial 
buildings - and as valuable architecturally 
were looked upon more casually. 

In the late 1960's cities and the 
Federal government began to take stock 
of the wanton despolation of urban areas 
which so many renewal programs had wrought. 
chey were also under increasing pressure 
from a public which had seen billions of 
dollars spent for minimal achievements 
while troubled cities continued to decline. 
At the same time old and cherished parts 
of the cities had vanished. Therefore, 
the theory of "reuse and rehabilitation" 
developed. Historic preservation was no 
longer the. domain of genteel antiquarians. 
With reuse and rehab’ came the concept of 
preserving not only single buildings but 
also "streetscapes" and entire neighbor- 
hoods by forming historic districts. The 
city was now seen as an organic creation 
of man, the product of generations; and 
Since the city was in effect a living 
thing any changes in its physical structure 
should be made with care. 

Finally, historic preservation 
emerged as an important factor in social 
improvement. By increasing the public's 
involvement with the architectural environ- 
ment of the city, prservation has become 
a part of improved housing, a way of 
upgrading the general quality of urban 
life and a means towards economic stability. 

* 

An illustration of architecture's 
impact on our collective psyche might 
help clarify its importance to a community.’ 
Three streets in New London: Bank Street, 
Colman Street and Pequot Avenue. The names 
of each of these streets will provoke three 
different and distinct images in New 
Londoners. The greatest determinant of that 
image comes not from the topography of the 


- street but from its architectural character. 


No one visualizes a swamp when he thinks 

of Colman Street, but rather the typical 

strip development of late 50's and the 
continued on next page) 


wig and its dependency on cinder block 


and neon. Again, Bank Street does not owe 
its main impression to the river bank, but 
to the congested and varied nature of the 
buildings. How a person reacts to the built 
environment depends on any number of factors, 


such as his educational and social background. 


ene person with an architectural and historic 
awareness will be much more indulgent with 
an unpainted Greek Revival house with broken 
windows than someone without such a back- 
ground. Similarly, someone whose living 

room on upper Pequot Avenue commands an 
ocean view will have a certain reaction to 
Bank Street; and the person who is at home 
on Bank Street may have a quite different 
opinion of a Pequot Avene tract house than 
its owners. 

The point to be made is: buildings are 
not just merely the transformation of blue 
prints into three dimensional form, and 
that's that. Buildings are at one time the 
most public and intimate expression of a 
community. Because of its nature -— we move 
daily around it, spend a great deal of our 
lives inside it — that manmade environment 
called "architecture" touches us all and 
cannot be taken for granted. 


~Clifford Stone 
¥ * * 


NLL-URST has recently applied for 
a $10,000 Federal mini-grant to develop 
a Community Awareness Project. As stated 
in the application the goal of the 
project would be to: 

"(1) continue state and national 
award-winning preservation and rehabili- 
tation efforts in New London, CT with 
(2) emphasis on expansion of multi-media 
educational presentations and a publi- 
cation which uses the Union Railroad 
Station preservation story as an example 
of how other towns across the United 
states can benefit from the New London 
experience by replication of the preser- 
vation process in their town." 

Other elements of the project would 
be "demonstrate intelligent decision 
making regarding the manmade environment 
to stimulate citizen participation; 
develop and make accessible to the public 
basic information on architecture, the 
environment, and the relationship of 
natural and manmade features; and to 
provide a means of assessing priorities 
prior to major town planning changes 
and their subsequent evaluation." 

A decision on the grant is expected 
sometime in July. Any member who would 
like to review the application should 
call 443-2118 or 442-2035 or write to 


141 Blydenburg Ave for a copy. 
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Membership Categories 


$5 Student 
5 Regular 
10 Family 
Membership Application 
I enclose my remittance for $ for 


$25 Contributor 
50 Patron 
150 Life 


membership(s) in 


New London Landmarks-—Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 


NAME : 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE: 


Would you be interested in volunteering your services for any of our following committees? 
If so, please check which one interests you and you will be contacted. 


_ Fort Trumbull Study Group _ Historic building survey ~ Special events(tours, etc. ) 


Return form to: NLL-URST, INC. 141 Blydenburg Ave. 


New London, CT 06320 


"T've always hated this town end 
everyone in it. You know that. I 
never wanted to live here in the 
first place, but your father liked 
ay snd aerated on building this 
house, and I'v be had to come here 
every summer.' 


"Well, it's better than spending 
the summer in a New York hotel, 
isn't it? And this town's not so 
bad. I ne it well enough. I sup- 
pose because it's the only home 
we've had." 

O'Neill on New London in 

‘Long Day's Journey into Night’ 


THE MONTE CRISTO COTTAGE on Pequot 
Avenue in New London provided the setting 
for two of Eugene O'Neill's works, ‘Ah, 
Wilderness!' and the iii aie ates 
masterpiece ‘Long Day 
The summer home of ose O'Neill's during the 
playwright's younger years in the 1890's 
and early 1900's, the cottage is now owned 
by the tugene O'Neill Memorial Theater 
Foundation in Waterford. The foundation has 
begun poets tion of the cottage and will 
eventually open.it as a museum. While not 
yet open to ne public on a regular basis, 
NLL-URST has anvanne a visit for ues rs 

fternoon on ree 23. The visit 
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NEW LONDON LANDMARKS —- UNION RATLROAD STATION TRUST, INC. 


NEW LONDON, CT 06320 
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s Journey Into Night’. 


will begin with a short talk on New Lon- 
den during its era as a fashionable summer 
resort when the O'Neill's lived here. Mrs. 
Sally Pavetti, curator of the cottage, 
will then discuss the restoration process 
of the building and the myriad of problems 
involved. 
The visit will last 45 minutes to an 
hour and should provide an interesting 
look at an historical site in transition 
and a colorful part of New London's past. 
Anyone curious 2 rehabilitating an old 
structure will nd Mrs. Pavetti's talk 
informative. ae cottage is small, however, 
so this visit is limited to members ONLY. 
There will be no charge. All who are 
interested should call 442-2035 by April 
15 for the definite time. 
Those who plan to come might read 
‘Ah, Wilderness!' or 'Long Day's Journey 
Into Night', or take a look at the chapter 
entitled 'New London Summers' in the first 
volume of Louis Sheaffer's biography of 
O'Neill. And less a New Londoner might 
bridle at the preceding quotes, O'Neill 
could also be appreciative of New London: 
"Halfway down the path you can't see 
this house. You'd never know it was here. 
Or any of the other places down the avenue. 
-.eThat’'s what I wanted — to be alone with 
myself in another world where truth is 
untrue and life can hide from itself. Out 
beyond the harbor, where the road runs 
along the beach, I even lost the feeling 
of being on land. The fog and the sea 
seemed a part of each other. It was like 
walking on the bottom of the sea. As if 
had ee long ago. As if I was a ghost 
onging to the fog, and the fog was the 
gnost of the sea. It felt damned peaceful..." 
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